
This syllabus is designed to make the classroom a safe, fair, engaging, and organized
place for all students. Please make sure your phone number and email address are
up-to-date in Skyward as this is the way most teachers communicate with parents.
Feel free to contact me should you have questions. 
My email address is smithak@pearlandisd.org. I look forward to working with your child
and starting off the school year strong!
 
Sincerely, 
 

Ms. Smith
English Department

Tutoring: 
Tutoring is available during A LUNCH (11:48-12:18) of Eagle Hour on MONDAYS
and THURSDAYS.
This is the time for students to receive help on instruction or reassess assignments. 
Please note the make-up work and reassessment policies detailed further in this syllabus. 

Skyward: 
Parents and students should check grades on Skyward regularly. (I recommend viewing
grades multiple times per week, with once per week being a minimum). This frequency is
meant to support your child in being successful with the curriculum as it progresses, and is 
 also meant to ensure assignments that are missing or needing to be reassessed are able
to be addressed before the late-work/reassessment deadline cutoff (detailed further in this
syllabus). Parents, please communicate with your child concerning their grades and
progress in class and what is reflected in Skyward. Encourage your child to take action on
failing grades or grades that are below what is desired by attending the soonest Eagle Hour
tutorial day.

ENGLISH  II
SYLLABUS

2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR
D A W S O N  H I G H  S C H O O L

Ms. Smith



Grammar Conventions
Story Elements + Short Stories
Figurative Language
Poetry Terms + Poems
Analysis Writing
Creative Writing
Journaling
Professional Writing
Fiction
Memoir + Nonfiction
Drama Terms + Drama
STAAR Preparation
Argument
Research
Media Literacy
Archetypes in Literature
Independent Reading
Speaking - Presentations and Group Work

Night by Elie Wiesel
They Called Us Enemy by George Takei
Othello by William Shakespeare
Various Short Stories and Poems

In English II, we work on improving
communication skills by writing
compositions and using correct
grammar and spelling. We will read and
study multiple genres in world literature. 

YEAR-AT-A-GLANCE

Supplies Needed:
School laptop (charged)
Pencil/pen

 
  
 

 
Markers or colored pencils

Curriculum Overview

Reading Selections



CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN
Students are expected to adhere to the guidelines set by the Pearland ISD
Student Code of Conduct and the Dawson High School Student Handbook at all
times. 
 
Make-up Work: Students are allotted ONE class day per EXCUSED absence day to
complete make-up assignments. If, for example, a student misses class on
Monday and returns to school the following day (Tuesday), his missed
assignments from Monday are due Wednesday. Students who fail to complete
make-up work within these guidelines will receive a grade of zero (0) on the
assignments. If you know you have a major assignment due on the day you are
to be absent, your assignment can always be submitted early to ensure that it
will not be late. It is the student’s responsibility to find out what assignments
were missed during his/her absence. Students should not expect the teacher to
seek out the student to remind them of missed work. If not submitted within the
required timeframe, make-up work from absences does become late-work and
is subject to the late-work guidelines.

Re-assessment: A student wishing to re-assess an assignment may do so
during Eagle Hour tutoring. The re-assessment must be completed within three
days after the assignment/assessment has been returned or posted to the
electronic gradebook (Skyward), whichever is earlier. 

Late Work: Late work is accepted (with penalty) up to three school days past
due. After three days, the late assignment will no longer be accepted and a
score of 0 will be entered in the gradebook. Eleven points will be deducted from
all assignments for each school day late, for up to three days. For example, 11
points will be removed from an assignment that is one day late, 22 removed
from an assignment which is two days late, 33 points removed from an
assignment three days late.

Academic Dishonesty/Cheating/Plagiarism: Academic dishonesty is not
tolerated and will result in both a 0 on the assignment or assessment of focus, as
well as disciplinary action.
 
Restroom:  The restroom/water fountain and school nurse are the only locations
students may request teacher permission to visit during class time. A student
may not request to leave class to make a phone call, visit another class, or go to
his/her locker. Please make an effort to visit the restroom outside of class time.
Students visiting the restroom during class time may not take their cell phone
with them and must leave their cell phone in the designated location in the
classroom.  As a reminder, students are encouraged to not bring their cell
phones to class.
 



Dress Code: District dress code will be enforced in the classroom. All students are
expected to be in adherence with the dress code guidelines at all times – this includes
having an ID badge visible at all times. District dress code guidelines can be found in the
PISD Student Code of Conduct handbook. 
 
Electronics: Unless directed by the teacher, electronics, including cell-phones, tablets,
and earbuds, are to be kept stored out of sight. Electronics are to be visibly present in the
classroom only when designated by the teacher and are to be used only for the outlined
academic purpose of the lesson. Students are encouraged not to bring cell phones into
the classroom. Please make an effort not to call or text your child on his or her cell phone
while he or she is in a class. For instances in which you must communicate with your child
during the school day, please contact the campus office directly. Students who do not
adhere to the classroom electronics policy are subject to their electronics being
confiscated with the possibility of being turned over to the administrative office. Students
may not use their devices to record, film, or photograph other students. Please see the
PISD Student Code of Conduct for the district’s policy on electronics. 
 
Food and Drink: Food is not allowed in the classroom. Water is the only permitted drink.
We want to respect our learning environment by keeping it neat and clean, and by
keeping our attention on our class activities.
 
Tutoring: Tutoring is provided two days per week during Eagle Hour: Mondays and
Thursdays during A lunch (11:48-12:18). Tutoring is intended to provide students with an
opportunity to revisit concepts covered during class instruction. Students may also use
this time to re-assess concepts, or to make-up work missed due to an absence. Students
may NOT “opt out” of engaging with a class assignment or participating in an activity
during class time with the notion of “making up” that assignment or activity during
tutoring.  If attending tutoring, students should make an effort to arrive at the start of the
30 minute tutoring period. Arriving late puts the student at risk of not receiving needing
instruction or not having the ability to complete re-assessments. Students are to sign-in
on the classroom tutoring log when arriving for Eagle Hour tutoring and to sign-out when
leaving. It is the responsibility of the student to complete this sign-in and sign-out
process.
 
Teacher Assigned D-hall: In the instance of assigning a student d-hall, students will be
provide a d-hall slip indicating the number of hours to be served and the date by which
they must be completed. Students may inquire in the AP office for dates and locations on
campus where d-hall is being held. Failure to serve d-hall by the required date will result
in further disciplinary action. 

Tardies: If you are not in the classroom when the tardy bell rings, you will be recorded as
tardy. You must be in the classroom at the bell, not simply your belongings. Do not ask me
to go to the restroom or any other location during a passing period. You may go if you
choose, but you must still be in the classroom by the tardy bell. Otherwise, you are tardy. 

Entering and Exiting the Classroom: Upon entering the classroom, you need to quickly
take your seat. As class time draws to a close, remain in your seat. Do not get up prior to
the bell and walk to stand near to the door.



CLASSROOM RULES
Follow all directions the first time they are given. 
Come to class with required materials each day. 
Be in your assigned seat, ready to work when the bell rings. 
Do not interfere with the teaching or learning of others. 
Follow directions for technology use (cell phones put away and
on silent unless stated otherwise, laptops used for instructed
purpose). 
Follow all safety rules. 
Do not use profanity or other offensive language. 
This classroom has a zero-tolerance policy when it comes to any
type of bullying. Having this policy allows for a safe, comfortable,
and fun learning environment for each student. 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

Persistent or severe instances of these minor acts of misconduct could
be considered a violation of the Code of Conduct and result in
discipline in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.

In this classroom we will follow the order of the consequences below. 

1. A conference/warning from the teacher will occur. 
2. A conference/warning from the teacher will occur and parents /
coaches will be notified electronically.
3. 1 or 2 hours of D-Hall will be assigned and parents, coaches, and
sponsors will be notified regarding behavior. 
4. Student is referred to assistant principal and parents, coaches, and
sponsors will be notified regarding behavior.

CONSEQUENCES



ENGLISH II SYLLABUS:
SIGNATURES
We have read and discussed the discipline management plan, class
guidelines and information, and the testing and grading policies. 

Student Printed Name:                                                              Period:

Student Signature: 

Parent Printed Name:

Parent Signature: 

Date:


